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PulDlic  Health  Offices, 

To\-m  Hall, 

Braintree, 

July,  1957. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the 
health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  195^* 

The  report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  included  and 
once  more  I am  indebted  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer  for  particulars  of  the  work 
done  at  the  various  Public  Health  Clinics  throughout  the  district, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Registrar-G-eneral  ^ s estimated  population  is  20,150, 
an  increase  of  2']0  over  1955* 

There  were  334  live  births  which  gives  a birth  rate  of  16,5 
ipCO  of  the  population.  The  comparstble  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  15*7 

The  death  rate  of  11. 4 per. 1,000  population  represents  349  deaths  and' 
the  corrected  death  rate  is  908  per  1,0C0 compared  with  the  England  and  Wales 
figure  of  11,7 

Only  3 infant  doadhs  v/ere  recorded  as  against  11  in  1955 
this  gives  us  a low  infantile  mortality  rate  of  9 per  1,000  live  births  which 
is  very  much  lower  that  the  overall  figure  of  23*3  per  1,000  live  births  for 
England  and  Wales,  It  must,  of  course,  be  realised  that  we  arc  dealing  with 
comparatively  smiall  numbers  and  we  must  expect  considerable  fluctuation  from 
year  to  year. 

The  general  mortality  figures  show  no  unusal  trend,  the 
majority  of  deaths  (l3l)  were  from  diseases  of  the  Cardio  vascular  system 
and  from  cancer  or  other  ma^lignant  growths  (30)  ~ these  include  8 from, 
cancer  of  lung  or  bronchus.  There  Y/ero  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  from 
influenza.  Deaths  from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system  total  26. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


In  all  201  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  this  is  100 

fewer  than  in  1955 • Full  details  are  given  in  the  various  ta'bles  included  in 
the  report. 


clean 


^ It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  district  had  a 
slate  with  regard  to  poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria. 
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There  were  86  cases  of  measles  and  80  of  whooping  cough. 

The  majority  (7I)  of  the  measles  occurred  in  Hatfield  Peverel  during  the 
months  of  June  and  July.  Kelvedon  (18)  and  Feering  (I6)  top  the  list  for 
whooping  cough  follov/ed  hy  Hatfield  Peverel  with  13-  40  of  the  whooping 
cough  cases  v/ere  in  the  5 - 10  age  group 5 hut  there  v/ere  34  in  pre-school 
age  children. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  is  carried 
out  at  the  Health  Clinics  and  hy  General  Practitioners.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  more  childi'en  were  immunised  during  1956  than  in  1955?  hut  there  is 
still  room  for  improvement.  Parents  could  save  their  children  an  unpleasant  and 
often  a prolonged  illness  and  themselves  a good  many  disturbed  nights  if  they 
would  see  that  their  children  are  immunised  against  whooping  cough  at  an  early 
age  - 3 to  6 months. 

Pollov/ing  a good  deal  of  publicity  in  the  Press  and  on  the  air, 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  started  in  1956*  Supplies  of  the  vaccine  were 
limited,  hut  hy  the  end  of  the  year  71  children  from  the  Braintree  Rural 
district  had  received  the  full  course  of  2 injections.  It  is,  of  course,  too 
early  to  assess  results  hut  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  vaccine  is 
safe  and  effective.,  It  is  hoped  that  this  campaign  will  gather  force  during  1957* 

EHVIROmiSFTAL  HYGIEHE 


The  broad  aspect  of  environmental  hygiene  has  been  adequately 
surveyed  hy  your  Chief  Public  Health  Insjjector  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
report.  You  v/ill  note  that,  although  water  supplies  are  generally  very 
satisfactory,  a great  deal  remains  to  he  done  in  the  field  of  drainage  and 
sewerage.  In  this  connection  the  most  urgent  problems  are  probably  in  the  London 
Road  area  of  Black  ITotley  amid  in  the  villages  of  Terling,  Rayne,  Stisted  and 
Bradv/ell . 


Housing  is  still  a formidable  problem,  the  list  of  applicants  for 
houses  remains  fairly  large  and  it  is  unsatisfa.ctory  that  some  houses  are  still 
occupied  which  were  the  subject  of  Bemolition  Ord.vrs  before  the  war.  However, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made,  64  new  houses  wore  built  in  1956  and  53 
old  houses  were  brought  up  to  modern  standards  with  the  help  of  Improvement 
Grants  given  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1949* 

The  housing  of  old  people  is  a special  facet  of  the  general 
housing  question  to  which  a great  dea,l  of  thought  is  being  given  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  impossible,  in  an  annual  report,  to  go  into  the  relative  merits  of 
the  various  suggestions  which  have  been  put  up,  but  I think  that  in  a rural 
district  the  best  solution  will  be  the  erection  of  a fev/  old  persons'  bungalows 
in  the  villages  where  the  need  is  greatest.  In  some  cases  it  may  be  possible  to 
house  4-6  people  under  one  roof,  each  tenant  having  his  own  accoimodation  but 
sharing  certain  facilities. 
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In  conclusion}  I hnvo  pleasure  in  recording  my  tha.nks  to  the 
Chairman  .and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Conimittee  for  their  encouragement 
and  support}  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Council}  with  specie,!  laention  of 
Mr,  Organ}  for  their  unfailing  help  and  co-operation. 


I aO}  Mr,  Chairman}  Ladies  and  Gentlemen} 


Yours  faithfully} 


C ,R,C,Rainsford, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  ATO  SOCIAL  CCIIDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  •••  ••• 
Population  (Rogistrar-ileneral * s estimate)  «»• 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  ••• 
Rateable  Value  . • ^ ,,, 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


59,234 

20,150 

6,438 

£162,433 

£641 #16. Id 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births? 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male 


Female 


318  157  161 

16  6 10 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


16. 5 


Birth  rate  corrocted  by  comparability  figure 

of  1.00 


16.5 


Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 


15.7 


Still  Births 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  4 3 

Illegitimate  - - 

Rate  per  1,000  total  birtha,-..  ••• 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Mortality? 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . . • 


Female 


11.8 

23*0 


1 
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Infantile  Mortality's 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 


Total 

Legitimate  3 
Illegitimate 


Mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants 
per  IjOOO  legitimate  live  births 


Male  Female 
3 


9-4 


Total  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000 live  births 


Infantile  mortality  for  England  So  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  23 #8 


Deaths  s 


Total  Male  Female 

230  119  111 


Death 

Death 


Death 


rate 

rate 

rate 


per  1,000 
corrected 

per  1,000 


estimated  population 
by  comparability 

figure  of  0.86 
population  Engla^nd  & Wales 


11.4 

9.8 

11.7 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given  by 
the  Registrar-General 0 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1956 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six  headings  based 
on  the  abbreviated  list  of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• . . 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

• • • 

— 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

• . « 

1 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

• • # 

— 

- 

6 • 

Meningococcal  infections 

... 

— 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliorayelitis 

... 

— 

- 

8. 

Measles 

— 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

... 

2 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

... 

5 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

... 

- 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

... 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

♦ 0 • 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

... 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

... 

18 

13 

18. 

C or  onary  disease, angi na 

• # • 

14 

13 

19. 

Hypertension  vdth  heart  disease 

... 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

• • • 

31 

29 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

... 

3 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

... 

— 

- 

23. 

Pne\2monia 

... 

5 

- 

24. 

Bronchitis 

... 

14 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26 . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

... 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

• • # 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

• • • 

- 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

... 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformation 

... 

- 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

18 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• • <1 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

... 

2 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

... 

2 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

• • • 

- 

— 

All  Causes 

119 

Ill 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(a)  Under  the  Control  of  the  Essex  Coiinty  Council s- 


(i)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  d’oring  the  yoars- 


COGGESHALL 

St.  Peter’s  Room 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

Attendances 

719 

CRSSSING 

Mission  Hall,  Tye  Green, 

4th  Mond-ay 

2 p.m. 

279 

GREiiT  BARDEIELD 

Town  Hall 

1st  Monday 

2.15p*m. 

358 

TERLIHG 

Red  Triangle  Hut 

1st  Tuesday 

2.15  P»m. 

491 

HATFIELD  PEVEREL 

Church  Hall,  Maldon  Roa,d, 

. 2nd.  Sc  4th  Tuesday 

2.15  p.m. 

429 

KELVEDON 

Sto  Mary’s  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Friday 

2.15  p.m. 

606 

POLISH  HOSTEL 

The  Surgery 

2nd. Thursday 

2 p.m. 

119 

IVSTHERSPIELD 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Monday 

2.15  p.m. 

256 

(ii  ) Home  Help  Services- 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 

Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(iii)  Amhulance  Service:  — 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 

Braintree  Sc  Witham, 

(iv)  Laboratory  Services §- 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a Laboratory  Service  which  includes  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples,  the  chemical  analysis 
of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  ice  crea^m,  and  the 
examination  of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinvutions  are 

carried  out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Victoria  Street, 
London  S.W.I. 

A new  Public  Health  Laboratory  opened  in  November,  at  Chelmsford.  It  will 

underto.ke  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  and  will,  I am  sure, 
prove  of  groat  value. 
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(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  Ilorth'-East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  B cards - 


(i)Chest  Clinicss- 

These  are  held  weekly  at  St,  Michael’s  Hospital j Braintree. 

(ii) Orthopaedic  Clinics s- 

These  are  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  2nd  & 4th  Tuesda^y 
mornings  at  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Coggeshall  Road, 
Braintree. 


Orthopaedic  patients  who  need  special  advice  are  referred  to  Black 
Not ley  Hospital. 


TABLE  A 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INl^ECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DI  SMSES 

Total  Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

"1 



Dysentery 

1 

- 

Encephalitis 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

Pood  Poisoning 

3 

1 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

Measles 

86 

MM 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

1 

mmm 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis , pulmonary 

8 

4 

- 

Tuherculosis  non-pulmonary 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

80 

2 

Totals 

■ 

201 

9 

- 

T^^LIil  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 


. . #««  f •*  « **v*#»t«  ' 


DISEASES 

Total 

Notified 

1 January 

b 

C3 

pi 

1 March 

April 

bsrH 

June 

i 

1 

t 

1 

i 

! 

rH 

1 ^ 

i 

August 

1 W i 

1 rC>  1 ^ 

1 S j 0 

1 ® 1 rO 

! 4^  ; 0 

I P^  : 

i 010 

1 cn  j 0 

Diplitlieria 

f 

i 

t 

I 

I 

? 

■ 

: 

' 

- 

i 

i 

j 

i 

i 

• 

j 

i 

i 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

mm 

; 

i 

i 

i 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

** 

mm 

' 

t 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

j 

; 

I 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

1 

( 

j 

: 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

- 

mtm 

3 

1 

i 

i 

i 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

“ 

mm 

1 

mm 

1 

i 

j 

Measles 

86 

3 

10 

60 

\ 

4 

1 

! 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

' 

" i 

1 

- 

mm 

< 

1 

^ j ^ 

j 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

( 

: 

; 

' 

1 

. 

1 

- 

J 

1 

I 

. 

1 1 

J 

1 

i 

1 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

i 

: 

; 

— 

— 

- 

1 

mm 

J 

1 

i 

1 

- 

^ 1 - 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

- 

; 

— 

— 

- 

1 

j 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

1 

- 

1 1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1 

j 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

. 

8 

1 

2 

1 

t 

5 

- 

: 

1 ^ 

i 

1 i 

i 

i 

; 

i 

j 

i 

i 1 - 

' 

Tuberculosis  Non— pulmonary 

2 

i 

i 

mm 

1 1 

— 

! 

1 

i 

} 

] 

i 

1 

1 

i 

I 

_ : 

i 

1 

t 

Whooping  Cough 

00 

o 

6 ! 

j 

8 

15 

8 

i 

7 

] 

9 1 

15  I 

3 ' 

i 

i 

2 ^ - 

Totals 



' 

201 

n 



'19 

8 

18 

t 

» 

22  i 

j 

1 

80  j 

: 

2 

: 

9 

i 

j 

3 ! - 

10  - 


T/;BLB  C 


IliTPECTIOUS  DISEASES  ITOTIPIED  ACCOBDTUrn  TO  AGE 


DISEASE 

™ §) 

Under 

1 

1 CM 

; 1 

rO 

1 

CM 

1 1 

ro 

CJ 

rH 

1 

1 » 

; 1 

i o 

■ rH 



CM 

1 

LPs 

j 

20  -35i 

j 

m 

1 

LTN 

rn 

VO 

I 

LPV 

65  1 

and 
over  j 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

i 

f 

- 

- i - 

_ 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- ■ i 

- 

— 

: 

Enteric  Pevor 

- 

- 

_ 

- - 

_ 

Er3'-sipola,  s 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- . ! - 

- 

- 

— 

3 

1 

Pood  Poisoning 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

86 

- 

6 

12 

7 i 8 

49 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Uoninr'ococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Pneuiiionia 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Paraljrtic  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mon-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- i - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Pever 

6 

- 

- 

- 

— — 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Tuhorculosis  Pulmonary 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

1 

1 : 

Tuhorculosis  "on-pulmonary 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

80 

5 

3 

10 

4 ! 12 

40  ■ 

1 

4 

1 

1 

“ 

i?otals 

201 

6 

10 

22 

11  1 20  ; 

93  i 

10  j 

5 

12 

6 

3 

{ 

3 1 

i 
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over 


TABLE  I) 

TlwmTTOUS  DISEASES.  195'j’. 


DISEA.SES 


Diphtheria 
Bysentery 
Encephalitis 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 
Ncn-painlytic  Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tuherculosis  Pulmonary 
lUherculosis  Hon-pulmonary 
Iho oping  Cough 

Totals 


Bardfield  Baling 


TulDoroulosis 


8 C2SGS  of  pulnonary  and  2 of  non  pulnonary  tulDorculosis  v/oro  notified  v/ith. 
no  doaths.  Details  are  given, in  the  follovdng  tables- 


Dew  Cases 


Deaths 


1 Age  Periods 

1 

Pulmonary 

D on-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

. 

Don-pulmonary 

. M 

1 F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

P 

Under 

1 year 

- 

i ' 

t 

t 

- 

■ 

- 

1 - 

2 

- 

i 

1 ** 

■ 

_ 

rnmm 

! 2 - 

3 

. 

- 

1 

c 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

3 - 

1 

4 

t 

j 

1 

- 

- 

— 

i 

i 

f 

i 

I 4 - 

5 

- 

j 

j 

- 

— 

— 

1 5 - 

10 

- 

i 
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Of  these  copses  4 were  cases  renotified  on  taking  up  residence  in  .this  District 


TMMUI'TISATION  against  diphtheria 


Children  who  completed  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation 

1 during  the  year. 

j 

Children  who  were  given  a | 

reinforcing  injection  during 
the  year.  j 

By  General 

1 Practitioners 

By  County 

Staff 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County  ! 

Staff  1 

1 (a)  147 

1 

i 

144  ^ 

37 

268  1 

it 

1 Total  = 291 

i 

I 

Total  = 305  i 

1 

4 

imiUNISATION  AGAINST  VmOOPING  COUGH 


Children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  immunisation  under  the  County  Scheme* 


Records  of  combined 
diphtheria  pertussis 
immunisation  received. 


i By  General  Practitioner 


By  County  Staff 


43 


Reinforcing 

injections 


79 


(b)  92 


14 


Figure  (b)  is  included  in  (a) 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 
Number  vaccinated  during  the  year  I97 

Number  re— vaccinated  during  the  year  67 
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Pulolic  Health  Offices, 
St.  Peter's  Close, 
Booking:,  Braintree, 

July,  1957. 

Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting:  my  report  on  the 
Public  Health  Inspect ors» Department  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December, 

1956. 


In  writing  this  first  paragraph  it  is  pleasing  to  recall  that 
at  long  last  the  word ‘ "Sanitary"  has  ceased  to  exist  so  far  as  our 
designation  is  concerned.  I feel  this  change  should  prove  to  the  general 
good  and  there  should  be  much  less  misconception  of  the  true  nature  of  a 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  duties  than  under  the  former  title. 

The  year  under  review  brought  important  new  legislation 
in  the  form  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  together  with  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations^  and  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  laid  dovm  specific  requirements 
for  premises  and  personnel  engaged  in  the  handling  of  foodstuffs,  which 
should  do  much  towards  minimising  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  infection  and 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  part  of  v\^hich  came  into  force  later  in  the 
year^is  a measure  to  overcome  the  evils  of  air  pollution  by  smoke,  grit  and 
other  products  of  combustion.  The  Act,  ?/hen  fully  in  force,  will  provide  the 
means  to  tackle  air  pollution  in  an  effective  way. 

To  what  extent  new  legislation  can  be  absorbed  by  the 
Department  as  at  present  established  is  not  easy  to  forsee,  but  I do  feel 
that  if  these  and  other  now  duties  are  to  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient 
manner,  which  indeed  they  must, the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  additional 
inspectorial  staff  must  be  provided. 

My  appreciation  and  thanks  are  due  to  other  officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation,  in  particular  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  his  staff  for  much  of  the  information  regarding  Public  Water 
Supplies  and  Sewage  Disposa,!  included  in  this  report^  to  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  interest  and  support^  and  to  the  staff  of  my  ovm  department  for 
the  willing  and  efficient  v\ray  they  have  carried  out  their  respective  duties 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 
C . ORGAN 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SAlIITAliY  CIRCUMSTMCSS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Extensions  to  water  mains  wore  made  during  I956 


as  follows s~ 


3”  Extensiorij  Now  Roadj  Rayne* 

4”  Extension  to  Gosfield  Hall. 

4”  and  3”  Extension  Oak  Hill  and  Rotten  End  V/ethersfield. 

(First  part  completed) 

6”  Main  Meter  Connection  with  Halstead  R.R.C. 

3"  Extension  Glehe  Site^  Maldon  Road,  Hat field  Pevorel. 

(First  part  completed) 


The  main  public  water  supplies  throughout  the  District  have  generally 
remained  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year, 
although  two  samples  from  the  Torling  (Swan  Pond)  Supply  showed  more  than 
usual  bacterial  impurity  and  emphasized  the  need  for  careful  control  over 
the  chlorination  at  those  v;orks. 

Hone  of  the  v/aters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 


The  quality  of  the  rav/  v/ator  from  all  the  Council’s  sources  of  supply 
and  of  the  raw  v/ator  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  reg^alCvr 
bacteriological  examinations.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  also  made  of  the 
raw  water  from  the  respective  sources.  Eighty  three  samples  of  main  v/ater 
supplies  were  taken  for  analysis  during  1956.  Copies  of  tyijico.1  reports  on 
the  analyses  of  the  water  from  four  sources,  Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks, 
Coggeshall  Waterworks,  Terling  Waterv^orks  and  South  Essex  Water  Company  will 
be  found  along  v/ith  the  details  of  each  works. 


All  the  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination 
at  the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  unde rt askings,  gaseous 
chlorine  is  employed  at  Fetches  Bridge  Works  and  hypochlorite  solution  at 
Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 


Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  1956  are 
as  follows.  It  ha-s  not  boon  possible  to  obtain  separate  statistics  as  to 
trade  and  domestic  consumption  for  the  year  under  review. 

Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks  (A)  ■ 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st .March,  1957  84,099,500 

Average  day»s  pumping  ...  16. o8  hours 

Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very 
hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline 
cons  ituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic  qua]-ity  and 
bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standr.rd. 
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These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome 
in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes* 

Coggeshall  Waterv/orks  (b) 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st*  March,  1957  33,218,500 

Average  day^s  pumping  •••  •*•  12*96  hours 

Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate 
and  the  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  normal  for  the 
Coggeshall  Pumping  Station*  The  water  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  quality  and  the  bacteriological  results  are  a,lso  sa.tisfact.ory. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a v/ater  which  is  pure  a.nd  vdiolesome 
in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Ter ling  Waterworks  (C) 

Number  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st .March,  1957  29j484jCOO 
Average  day^s  pumping  ...  ,.•••  •••  S.95  hours 

V 

Analyst's  report  on  a typical  sajaple  of  this  water* 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  free 
from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  just  on  the  acid  side  of 
neutrality  and  has  a substantial  content  of  free  carbon  dioxide.  It  is 
very  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution*  It  is  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  quality  but  it  shows  slight  bacterial  impurity  indicative  of 
pollution  by  ma.tters  of  excremental  origin  because  organisms  of  the  Coli— aerogenes 
group,  including  Pact*  coli,  are  present  in  appreciable  number.  The  water 
Should,  however,  be  readily  amenable  to  application  of  an  efficient  system  of 
chlorination  to  afford  water  of  appropiate  bacterial  quality  for  public 
supply  purposes* 


South  Essex  Water  Company  (P) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Company  for  the 
year  ended  31st.  March,  1957  is  as  follows s- 


Eastern  ArOva 

Gallons 

(i)  Augumented  supply  to  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Peering  18,600,000 
(it)  Supply  to  Bradwell,  Crossing,  Stisted,  Black Notloy 

and  White  Not ley  ...  ...  ...  90^149? 000 


Total  c/f  108, 749 j 000 
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Southern  Area 


(E) 


Augumented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverol, 
Terling  and  Pairstead  •••  ••• 


Gallons 

b/f  108,749,000 
7,761,000 
116,510,000 


Analyst's  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  waters 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  hright  in  appearance j neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron. 
The  v\;ater  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its 
organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 


These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome 
in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Supply  from  Chelmsford  RoD.C.  (p) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C. 
for  the  year  ended  31st.  March,  1957  was  made  up  as  follows §- 


Ranks  Green  Extension,  Pairstead  •*. 
Puller  Street  Extension, Pairstead  ... 
’’Cardfields”  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 
Boreham  End  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 


1,221,000 

404.000 

589.000 
56 , 000 


2,270,000 


Number  of  new  connections  at  A 30 
Number  of  new  connections  at  B and  I)  27 
Number  of  new  connections  at  C,E  and  P 27 


Total  84 


SHALLOW  WELL  SUPPLIES 


Only  4 public  shallow  well  supplies  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year  as  follows s- 


Parishes 


Wells  and  Springs 


Bradvi^ell 

Pinchingfield 


Tv/o  wells  at  Council  Houses  and 
opposite  Bridge  Hall, 

Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and 
at  Ost  End. 


DRAIMGE  ME  SEWERAGE 


Connections  to  the  new  sewer  in  the  Rortliern  Area  proceeded  slowly 
during  the  year^  approximately  30  being  carried  out.  No  action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  was  taken  to  speed  up  the  work  and  if  the  nev;  sewers 
are  to  be  put  to  full  use  this  work  must  bo  proceeded  with.  At  the  sarnie 
time  every  new  connection  reduces  the  contamination  in  ditches  and  streamsj 
which  still  exists. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  the  London  Road  Area  of  Black  Nctley  remained  an 
acute  problem  and  ga,ve  rise  to  many  complaints.  As  the  Y/ork  of  modernising 
the  Braintree  Works  has  proceeded  there  is  now  no  reason  why  a start  should 
not  be  made  in  preparing  a scheme  for  this  area. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  main  drainage 
facilities  for  Rayne,  Stisted  and  Bradv/ellj  but  a decision  was  made  to  employ 
Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  a scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  village  of 
Terling  and  an  improvement  to  the  disposal  facilities  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Government  policy  of  restriction  of  Capital  Expenditure  on  works  of 
this  nature  is  still  responsible  for  the  slov/ness  in  carrying  out  schemes 
but  there  is  no  reason  why  detailed  schemes  should  not  be  prepared  so  that 
when  restrictions  are  lifted  or  eased,  work  may  then  proceed. 

Coggeshall  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

No  enlargement  or  iimprovement  to  these  w^orks  was  possible  but  all  the 
pumps  are  now  in  good  v/crking  order  and  cope,  with  the  flow  as  reasonably 
as  can  be  expected. 

Kelvedon  Sewa^ge  Disposal  Works 

Overloading  of  these  v/orks  increases  with  development  of  the  Church 
Fields  Estate  but  the  works  generally  functioned  with  reasonable 
satisfaction 

Hatfield  Peverel  Sowe^ge  Disposal  Works 

Although  it  is  recqgnized  that  these  works  are  completely  inadequate 
md  dr£ffi.cient  for  the  amount  of  flow  they  are  called  upon  to  deal  with,  no 
improvements  were  possible  during  the  year.  This  is  tied  up  wdth  the 
sewera^ge  scheme  for  Terling  upon  which  a decision  was  made  to  put  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  Consulting  Engineers. 

Wethersfield  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  being  capable  of  dealing 
with  a much  greater  flow  tlmn  at  present  received. 

Small  sporadic  discharges  of  oil  from  the  Airfield  occurred  during 
the  year  but  on  a much  reduced  qua-ntity  but  a careful  watch  on  this  problem 
is  being  maintained  by  Air  Ministry  officials  at  the  base. 
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White  Notley  Sewage  Disposal  Works 


There  has  hoen  no  overloading  of  these  works  and  ell  the  punips  are 
now  in  full  working  order,  new  intermediate  hearings  having  been  fitted 
during  the  year. 

Analyses 

The  following  are  details  of  analyses  of  effluents  taken  at  the 
various  works  during  the  year  hy  the  Essex  Pavers  Board. 

Works  Analyses 

Sat i sf act  ory  Unsatisfactory 

Nil  2 

4 Nil 

1 Nil 

1 1 

1 1 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Collection  of  Domestic  Pefuse 


Cogge shall 
Wethersfield 
White  Not ley 
Hatfield  Peverel 
Kelvedon 


The  problem  of  continuing  to  maintain  a satisfactory  regular  collection  I 
of  household  refuse  was  becoming  more  acute  and  at  times  the  standard  and  I 

frequency  of  collection  fell  below  that  which  is  considered  to  be  a minimum.  I 

The  main  reason  for  this  of  course  is  that  two  vehicles  are  expected  i 

to  collect  from  a greater  number  of  premises  than  the  vehicles  v/ere  doing  | 

a year  or  two  ago®  So  far  as  this  service  is  concerned,  the  decision  ^ 

to  purchase' the  dual-purpose  vehicle  has  proved  unwise  and  if  any  regular  ' 

formcf  collection  is  to  be  provided  in  the  future,  it  is  inevitable  that  ’ 

a third  vehicle  must  be  provided.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  collection  ^ 

alone  cannot  now  be  m.aintained  with  two  vehicles  there  is  no  provision  for  ' 
overhauls,  breakdowns,  holidays,  etc. 

I 

Although  the  throe  main  tips  at  Great  Saling,  Kelvedon  and  Terling  | 

continued  in  use  throughout  the  year  it  is  anticipated  tlmt  Great  Saling  ; 

and  Kelvedon  will  be  full  up  by  the  middle  of  1957*  So  far  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  find  suitable  alternative  sites  aid  it  may  well  bo  that  the 
Council  will  have  to  consider  other  and  far  more  expensive  means  of  disposal.  | 

Salvage 

Salvaged  materials,  mainly  waste  paper,  to  the  value  of  approximately 
£1,104  were  disposed  of  during  the  year,  almost  identical  to  1955*  This  was  in: 
spite^of^the  fact  that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  there  was  a 
restriction  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  that  could  be  sent  to  the  Mills. 


Mght  Soil  Collection 


This  ceccvice  continued  to  he  maintained  hy  the  Council's  Direct 
Labour  orga,nization  and  the  only  complaints  received  related  to  the  method 
of  disposal.  Negotiations  v/ore  proceeding  to  find  a more  suitable  site  for 
this  and  an  improvement  of  the  actual  means  of  disposal. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  vehicle  used  for  this  work  is  also 
engaged  in  removing  lime  sludge  from  the  Petches  bridge  Pumping  Station 
and  the  emptying  of  private  cesspools,  together  with  the  fact  that  there 
had  been  little  reduction  in  the  number  of  properties  served  in  the 
Finchingfield,  Bardfield  and  Y^ethersfield  areas,  it  was  not  possible  to 
extend.,  this  service  to  other  parts  of  the  District  where  main  sewers  are 
not  avadlable  and  Y/here  there  is  now  an  obvious  demand  for  a collection. 
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SMITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Details  of  the  nature  and  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during 
the  yea.r  by  the  Department  are  set  out  below.  Once  more  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  majority  of  visits  are  inevitably  a result  of  hoiasing  and  allied 
complaints  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  often  through  applications 
for  housing  accomiriodation  v/hich  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 


Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections, etc . 

Housing  Inspections  a.nd  Rocorddngs 
Complaints  received 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints  ... 

Revisits  following  complaints^notices, etc . ••• 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  v\rork  in  progress  ••• 

Interviev/s  with  owners,  builders  and  architects 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Disinfections  carried  out 

Infestation  of  insect  Pests  found.  ,,, 

Disinfestations  carried  out 
Inspections  of  Dairies 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ,o. 

Visits  to  Butcher’s  Shops 
Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard 

Inspections  of  Shops  ... 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Inspections  of  Fish  Frier’s  Premises 
Inspections  of  Pood  Preparing  Premises 
Inspections  of  Schools  ... 

Water  Samples  taken  ... 

Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  . , . 

Drains  tested 

Visits  to  premises  regarding  redrainage  ••• 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Visits  ref*  provision  of  dustbins  ... 

Visits  to  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  Collection  and  collection  of 

salvage 

Visits  to  Refuse  Tips 

Visits  to  premises  re.  'water  supplies  ... 

Visits  to  premises  re.  Improvement  Grants  ,,, 

Visits  re, National  Assistance  Act 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses 
Visits  to  premises  following  applications  for  Council  Houses 
Visits  to  ascertain  Permitted  Numbers 
Visits  to  supervise  H,C,N.  fumigations  ... 

Inspections  re.  Rats  and  Mice  infestations 
Inspections  re.  River  Pollutions 
Visits  re.  Smoke  Nuisances 

Visits  re, Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 

Inspections  of  Public  Houses 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 


28 

82 

91 

46 

246 

65 

15 
2 
8 
2 

3 

1,131 

80 

34 
5 

16 
12 
56 

7 

102 

4 

35 

85 

17 

8 
58 

26 

55 

19 

510 

5 

103 

110 

11 

None 

3 

None 

4 

7 

6 

190 


- 22  - 


CONTROLLED  PREMISES?  Details  of  InspectionSj  etCo 


1 

Regulated  Buildings  , 

Trades ,etc . 

1 

No.  1 

Registered  j 

j 

No.  1 

Inspected  | 

Total  No.  1 

of  1 

Inspections  | 

i \ 

[ i 

! Informal  j 

I Notices  1 

Served  j 

Notices  1 
Complied  j 
With  1 

Legal  ' 

Proceedings 

1 

1 Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I Bakehouses 

1 

15 

15 

16 

6 

6 

Nil 

1 

1 Slaughterhouses  and 

1 Butcher’s  Shops 

16 

16 

1,131 

21 

21 

Nil 

I 

{ Knacker’s  Yard 

1 

1 

34 

8 

8 . 

Nil 

I Offensive  Trades 

i 

Nil 

■ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

j Fish  Friers 

3 

J 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

L Ice  Cream  Premises 

67 

15 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

; 

1 

1 Factories  and  Workshops 

i 

1 

77 

35 

42 

5 

5 

Nil 

• 

Shops  Acts,  1934  a-nd  195Q 

So  far  as  practicahle,  routine  inspections  vvere  combined  with  those  made 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  standard  found  was  reasonably  satisfactory  and  no  Statutory  Action  was 
called  for  during  the  year. 

Movable  Dwellings 

Six  new  or  revised  applications  for  licences  to  station  and  use  individual 
caravans  on  sites  within  the  District  were  received  during  the  year.  Five  were 
approved  and  issued,  the  other  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that  insufficient 
information  was  submitted  vdth  the  application  re.  siting  and  water  supply  etc. 

The  total  niimber  of  individual  caravans  licenced  was  seventeen  a 
reduction  of  three  over  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  four  site  licences  continued  to  remain  in  force  during  the 

year. 


In  early  December  it  was  necessary  to  take  informal  action  to  secure  the 
removal  of  a number  of  caravans  which  had  accumulated  on  a site  used  periodically 
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as  a fairground*  A number  of  caravan  dwellers  had  stayed  behind  to  assist 
the  ovmer  of  the  land  vrith  seasonable  work  and  had  stayed  there  beyond  the 
statutory  limit  of  60  days  in  any  one  year.  Following  this  action  the  site 
was  cleared  by  the  end  of  the  yocar. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  setting  up  of  three 
Atmospheric  Pollution  recording  stationSj  Lead  Peroxide  Gauges  at 
Pinchingfield  and  Coggeshall  and  a Deposit  Gauge  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Unfortunatelyj  it  was  not  found  possible  to  find  a suitable  site  for  the 
Daily  Recording  Instrimient  and  the  project  was  therefore  abandoned. 

All  the  necessary  equipment  was  to  hand  and  it  was  anticipated  that 
the  three  Stations  would  be  in  operation  from  the  1st.  January,  1957* 

More  persistent  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  emission  of 
grit  and  fumes  from  one  of  the  factory  chim-neys  in  the  District.  This  was 
no  doubt  due  to  a larger  turnover  of  the  product  being  processed  and 
unfortunately  under  present  legislation  is  not  easy  to  deal  with.  The 
problem  is  hov/ever  being  tackled  but  full  co-operation  is  not  being  received 
from  those  responible. 

Observations  on  the  other  factory  chimneys  in  the  District  taken  at 
intervals  tiiroughout  the  year  showed  little  cause  for  complaint. 

Vermin  Infestation 


No  causes  of  infestation  by  insect  pests  Y»rere  found  during  the  routine 
inspection  of  bedding  and  household  effects  prior  to  remova,!  to  Council 
Houses. 


Eight  infestations  of  bedbug  or  fleas  vi/ere  found  as  a result  of 
complaints,  etc.  and  were  suitably  dealt  with. 


Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  I93I 


There  are  no  promises  registered 
far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  business 
of  the  Act. 


under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  so 
is  being  carried  on  in  contravention 


Rodent  Control 


Following  complaints  on  normal  routine  visits.  13  major  infestations 
(20  ~ 100  ratsjj  50  minor  infestations  (l  - 20  rats)  a,nd  6 causes  of 
infestation  Ity  mice  were  found  and  dealt  with.  The  total  number  of  properties 
inspected  during  the  year  as  a result  of  notifica-tion,  survey,  or  when 
visited  primarily  for  some  other  purpose  was  304* 


- 24  - 


The  Council  Refuse  Tips  and  Sev/age  Disposal  Works  were  again  given 
periodical  treatmeiits. 

Factories 

Particulars  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Factories  Actj  1937?  and  of  inspections  made  will  he  found  on  page  26. 

notification  of  the  employment  of  46  outworkers  employed  in  the 
District  was  received  during  the  year.  These  v/ere  engaged  mainly  in  the 
lampshade  and  wearing  apparel  industries. 

Schools' 

All  schools  in  the  Rural  District  have  piped  main  water  suj^plies 
availahlcj  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  continued  to  he  maintained  in  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  state. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Particulars  of  the  premises  registered  hy  the  Council  mdor  the  Factories  Act,l937 
and  of  the  inspections  made  are  to  he  foimd  as  followsg- 

1,  HTSPECTIOiTS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  hy 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 


• 

Number  on 
Register 

Number 

••  ***"**********»»*»m**»t*».,*^,,,^ 

of 

I 

j 

i 

j 

1 

Promises 

Lnspcctions 

Written 

notices 

: Occupiers 
; prosecuted 

(i) 

i 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,2,394 
and  6 are  to  ho  enforced  hy  the 

.3 

j 

i 

t 

|(ii) 

! 

Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  hy  the 

.. 

3, 

i 

i 

\ 

1 

1 

1 

Local  Authority 

Other  promises  m which  sect ion  7 

' 

j 

I 

i 

1 

is  enforced  hy  the  Local  Authority 

6 

2 

i 

i 

i 

( excluding  out -wo  rke r s ’ p r emis  e s ) 

{ 

t 

: 

j 

j 

Totals 

83 

44 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  in  vdiich  lEFBCTS  wore  found 


i 

1 

j 

Particulars 

I 

Number  of  oases  in  which 
defects  wore  foimd 

1 Referred 

Number  0: 
cases  ii 
which 

prosecula 

wore 

institu 

Found 

Remedied 

to  n.M. 
Incpoctor 

by  HJh 
Inspector 

1 Want  of  cloanlinoss  (S.l) 

5 



5 

1 Overcrowding  (S,2) 

1 

- 

t 

j Unreasonable  temperature  (S*3) 

j Inadeq^uate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 InoffGotivo  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

1 Sanitary  Convonienoos  (S*7) 

1 (a)  insufficient 

1 ('b)  unsuitable  or  dofeotivo 

1 (^)  not  soparato  for  sgxqs 

- 

- 

j Othor  offences  (not  including) 

1 offences  relating  to  outworkers) 

i 

- 

i Totals 

5 

5 

! 

9^ 
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HOUSING 


The  nuiiibor  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the 
District  during  1956  was  25,  a decrease  of  46  over  the  previous  year. 
Details  are  as  followss- 


Nev/  Council  Houses  •••  •••  29 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  •••  32 

Pluss  Additional  units  provided  by 
conversion  of  other  buildings 
to  new  dwellings,  3 

Total  64 


Lesss  Pour  cases  of  re-conditioning 

v/here  units  of  accommodation  v/ere 
reduced  from  three  to  two  or  two 

t o one  • • • • • • 4 

35  properties  were  demolished 

in  1956  ...  35 

Net  total  25 


The  number  of  outstanding  applications  for  housing  accommodation 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  450  a reduction  of  48  over  1955* 

The  raajority  of  these  applications  again  fall  into  the  categories 
of  (1)  recently  married  and  sharing  accommodation^  (2)  waiting  to  get 
married^  and  (3)  ?/ishing  to  be  free  from  'tied’  accommodation,  or  other 
less  im]5©rtarit  reasons,  ^ 

Very  fev/  really  ’urgent  ’ cases  were  met  during  the  yeal*,  although  it  is 
laiown  that  many  houses  which  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  m3.de 
before  the  war  still  rem.ain  occupied. 

The  Council  agreed  to  formulate  an  entirely  new  rent  structure  for  all 
its  d?/ellings,  with  an  extended  rent  rebates  scheme.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  see  what  effect  this  has  on  the  movement  of  families  from  under  occupied 
houses^  and  the  extent  to  which  more  applicants  for  housing  accommodation 
will  be  encouraged  to  provide  their  own  accommodation. 

The  anticipated  increase  in  the  erection  of  Council  Houses  did  not 
materialize  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  dv/ellings 
demolished  was  actually  greater  by  6. 

In  spite  of  increased  duties  in  other  directions,  every  effort  was 
made  to  keep  apace  with  the  slum  clearance  work  a.s  set  out  in  the  survey 
completed  in  1955<‘  Particular  effort  was  made  to  prevent  further 
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re-occupation  of  su'b-standard  dwellings  once  these  hecame  vacant  by 
removal  of  families  to  Council  accomn:odation  or  in  other  ways. 

In  vieviT  of  the  high  cost  of  repair  work  and  the  comparatively  low 
rents,  it  was  not  possible  to  embark  on  any  extensive  programiae  of  repairs 
under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954  has  proved  useless  so  far  as  improving  this  position  is  concerned, 
but  a new  Rent  Bill,  before  Parliament  during  the  year,  should  do  much 
towards  inducing  landlords  to  spend  more  money  on  maintenance  works. 

Prom  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  v/ork  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1949  in  relation  to  Improvement  Works  continued  on  a considerable 
scale.  This  work  is  of  a very  detailed  nature,  particularly  since  P'ablic 
Monies  are  involved,  ond  took  a considerable  proportion  of  the  available 
time  of  the  Department.  In  spite  of  the  above  every  effort  is  made  to  deal 
with  applications  at  the  meeting  following  receipt,  and  very  little  delay 


occurred. 

Housing  ilct,  1949  (improvement  Grant) 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  list.  December,  1996 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  ...  ...  40 

(^)  Number  of  Applications  approved  by  Council  ...  37 

(c)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from  works  at  (b)  53 

(d)  Number  of  Improved  dv^ellings- completed  ...  35 

(e)  Number  of  Dv/ellings  inhere  work  v:o.s  in  hand  but  not 

completed  52 

(f)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved  £14j701 


^No  lurther  application  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  v/as  received  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  /lND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

The  majority  of  retailors  registered  with  the  Council  continue  to 
distribute  milk  as  received  by  them  in  sealed  bottles,  and  largely  as  a 
result,  little  trouble  was  experienced  with  regard  to  complaints  of 
unsatisfactory  supplies. 
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Dairies 


Seventeen  distributors  and  six  dairies  were 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949^ 


registered  under  the  Milk 


The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1949* 


Dealers'  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


# o • 


• • • 


10 


Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers*  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Dealers'  Licence  for  Sterilised  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Sterilised  Milk 


7 

10 

4 
6 

5 


Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  Y/ere  67  premises  registered  for  the  storage,  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of  3 over  the  previous  year. 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  or  iced  lolly  were  taken  during  the  summer 
months  with  the  following  results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  applica^ble  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 


Manufactured  in  the  District  Ma,nufactured  outside  the  District 


1 Provisional  Grade  I 2 Provisional  Grade  I 

1 Iced  Lolly^ Satisfactory  Standard 

As  anticipated  the  number  of  routine  samples  taken  has  been  reduced 
considerably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  ma.jority  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  in 
the  District  are  now  supplied  by  the  larger  manufacturing  concerns. 

Meat  Inspection 

ii  tabular  statement  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  included  in 

this  report  on  page  3 0. This  statement  gives  information  on  the  numbers  of 
animals  killed  and  inspected^  the  incidence  of  disease  from  (l)  Tuberculosis 
(2)  Cysticercosis  and  (3)  other  diseases^  together  Y/ith  the  quantities  of 
meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  showed  a considerable  increase 
over  the  previous  year  as  also  did  the  total  amount  of  meat  condemned. 
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Carcases  aiid  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  vdiole  or  in  part 


Cattle  : 
exol  • 

Cov/s 

Calves 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

UiimlDGr  killed  (if  kno\m) 

17  60  ^ 

213 

956 

3641 

7889 

158 

lluunber  inspected 

I76O 

! 

213 

825 

3320 

7889 

138 

• 

All  diseases  except  ■'Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

' 

Wbole  carcases  condemned 

4 

4 

11 

2 

10 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  or{jan  was  condemned 

351 

1 

44 

5 

14 

373 

20 

Percentage  of  the  nirniber 

inspected  affected  with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

20.17^ 

. 

22.54^ 

1.94^ 

4. 85/0 

15*22 

Tuberculosis  only 

1/Vhole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

90 

18 

237 

mm  H 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis 

5.17^ 

8.92^ 

.12fo 

3.04^ 

Cyst icerco sis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condomnod 

23 

- 

>■*  s 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

3 

_ 

mm  m 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

i 

1 

1 

, 

mm  m 

Total  quantities  of  meat  condemned 


Beef 

Pork 

Veal 

Mutton 

Horseflesh 

Total 

I 

12,098  llDS  j 

6,3591  Its 

950  lbs 



152-|-  lbs 

994  IT^s 

20,544  ibc; 
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I I It  is  again  pleasing  to  record  that  a high  percentage  of  all  animals 

killed  were  inspected.  This  was  only  possible  1.“  carrying  out  a large 
proportion  of  the  work  in  the  evenings,  at  week-^ends  and  Bank  Holidays, 

Considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  to  some  of  the  'j 

slaughterhouses  during  the  year  one  being  greatly  enlarged  to  cope  with 
additional  output  and  at  the  same  time  to  improve  facilities  for  inspection.  ^ 

i 

j 20  Slaughtermen  were  licenced  by  the  Council  for  the  year, 

{. 

/ 

I All  condemned  food  is  disposed  of  in  such  a way  that  there  is  no  risk 

' of  the  spread  of  infection  from  such  source.  Tuberculous  neat  and  that 
i;  affected  with  other  bacterial  diseases  is  removed  to  the  Knackers  Yard  in 
i the  District  and  there  subjected  to  sterilization  by  steam.  In  some 

instances  however  meat  affected  by  certain  diseases  or  conditions,  is  s 

allowed,  under  supervision,  to  be  used  for  animal  feeding.  j 

I One  very  interesting  example  of  the  vital  necessity  f#r  close  | 

j co-operation  between  the  Veterinary  profession  and  the  Public  Health  ; 

! Department  in  relation  to  emergency  slaughter  occurred  during  the  year.  i 

; Pour  carcases  of  beef  were  inspected  following  such  slaughter.  They 

appeared  particularly  good  carcases  and  post  mortem  inspection  showed  no  ■ 

evidence  of  disease  whatsoever.  The  information  that  two  further  animals  I 

i from  the  same  herd  had  died  suddenly  from  a mysterious  cause  wasfbrtiixo*fr«dy  forthocmin^ 

' as  a result  of  which  the  carcases  were  detained  and  specimens  submitted  for  | 

chemical  analysis.  All  these  were ’ eventually  reported  upon  as  containing  | 

quantities  of  arsenic  in  excess  of  that  regarded  as  permissible  in  any  ! 

foodstuff.  Heedless  to  say  the  carcases  detained  were  not  released  for  j 

human  c on  sump t ion,  1 

j 

Investigation  at  the  farm  concerned  ( which  was  in  the  area  of  an  ' 

' adjoining  Authority)  produced  the  indisputable  evidence  that  the  animals 
; had  fed  on  pasture  heavily  contaminated  by  spray  or  spillage  from  a ! 

: chemical  used  to  destroy  potato  haulms  on  an  adjoining  field.  j 

As  a result  of  this  experience  steps  were  taken  to  draw  tbo  attention  ’ 

of  all  farmers  and  spraying  contractors  in  the  County  to  the  necessity  of  ‘ 

using  chemicals  containing  poisonous  substances  at  the  dilution  recommended  i 

by  the  manufacturers,  and  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  spillage  where 
animals  might  feed. 

j Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 

j The  number  of  premises  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  above  Regulations 

I is  192.  It  is  not  possible  for  this  yearfe  report  to  state  the  numbers  of  each 
of  these  businesses  by  type,  since  until  all  such  premises  have  been  inspected 
and  recorded  in  detail,  the  precise  nature  of  the  business  may  not  be 
correctly  known  at  the  moment. 
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With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  RegulationSj  a letter 
was  sent  to  all  occupiers  of  food  premises  drawing  their  attention  to  the 
Regulations  and  enclosing  an  explanatory  leaflet. 


Follov/  up  visits  were  made  to  premises j emphasis  being  made  on  that  type 
of  business  where  risk  of  contamination  tc  foodstuffs  was  greatest,  but  in 
addition,  other  premises  were  covered  when  the  primary  reason  for  the  visit 
was  for  some  other  purpose. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  generally  good  reception  by  the  trade  to  the 
new  Regulations.  By  the  time  visits  were  made  it  was  on  several  occasions 
found  that  essential  works  had  been  carried  cut,  whilst  numerous  requests  for 
information  and  visits  were  made. 


Several  traders  have  already  taken^ or  are  about  to  take, steps  to  comply 
with  the  new  requirements  and  at  the  same  time  to  completely  modernise  their 
premises. 


It  was  not  necessary  tc  take  any  foritial  action  during  the  yea.r  in 
connection  with  food  premises  or  handlers,  neither  was  it  necessary  to  seize 
any  diseased  or  unsound  food. 

1 

In,  addition  to  butcher's  meat  the  followdng  goods  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumptions- 

148  tins  of  Eve.porated  and  other  tinned  milk  73  tins  of  Fruit 

77  tins  of  Moat 
34  tins  of  Soup 


134  tins  of  Vegtables 

4 tins  of  miscellaneous 
commodities 


